MODERN TRAVEL

We had a platform of lifebelts in the bottom
of the boat on the port side, in the section kept
free for baling, to place the tins of biscuits on, as
this appeared to be the place where they would be
least subject to damage. In spite of this, however,
and although the greatest care was taken, they all
got very much battered. A lurch of the boat and
the man who was baling might be thrown against
them, or the same thing might happen while the
rations were being passed along, or again when
men tried to take up the best positions for catch-
ing rain water. It was not much wonder that these
tins suffered and that we lost a considerable
amount of biscuits. The damage to the biscuits
was caused by the sea water getting into the tins.

During the battering these tins got, the edges
of some of them were started, in some cases not
sufficiently to be apparent to us until we came to
open them, and we always opened the most
battered-looking first. We were unable to keep
them covered, for the only covering in the boat, the
canvas boat cover which had been mentioned be-
fore, was wanted, especially at night, to give some
degree of shelter to and keep the life in the men.

One of the accidents of this eventful voyage
cost us dear. Two or three days after leaving
the ship, in hammering up the screw-cap of one
of the biscuit tanks, the screw-cap broke away,
making this tank no longer air- or water-tight.
The biscuits from it had to be used first, and we
packed as many as possible into the other biscuit
tank, which was kept till the last. If that tank
had not been damaged, we could have refilled
it from the tins and should probably have lost
very little or none of our stock. We had to pay
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